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MESSAGE FROM THE RIGHT HONOURABLLE
CHIEF MINISTER OF SARAWAK
DATUK PATINGGI TAN SRI (DR.) HAJI ADENAN BIN SATEM

L gives me great pleasure (o ofler my heartiest congratulations to the Forest Department Sarawak in

publishing this book, Mentawai - The Lush Rainforest of Northern Mulu.

Demand for the multple roles of the forests is experted to be amplilied i the liture as more people

take greater mterest m forest-related issues and environment . Management of Forests entails a
Dbalancing act - between meeling economie demands and conserving nature. Forest products have been
a major contiibutor to our export earnngs this a great factor in our economic growth. At the same
time, nature will have to be protected (o ensure adequate waler resources, maontamn brodiversity aiel
envirornental stability.

[’ L hile the development cannot be stopped, the Forests Departiment Sarawak has made scrious eflort

to launch and head scientific expeditions mwvolving researchers, envirommentalists, foresters and
university personals to record all flora and fauna as part of conservation effort.

I ain proud to say that Sarawak State Govermment still nranages (o retain a substantive amount of Its

forests in pristine state despite raprd urbanization and development processes.

H ence, the publication of this book, “Heart of Borneo Serres 8: Mentawai - The Lush Rammforest of

Northern Mulu’, is indeed timely and opportune.

1 Yirally, I would like to congratulate the Forest Department Sarawak and those who have contributed

m one way or another m the preparation and publication of this book. The forest and this fine
depiction of our treasure by the Forest Departinent shall be our legacy to those who come alfier us.

DATUK PATINGGI TAN SRI (DR.) HAJI ADENAN BIN SATEM
(Chief Minister of Sarawak)
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FOREWORD By
DIRECTOR OF FOREST
FOREST DEPARTMENT OF SARAWAK

%m.'mm' Scienufic Expedition: The Lush Ramlorest of Northernn Mulu, was held from 5 to 17
September 2012 with participation of over 80 rescarchers and scientists from various government
mstitutions, universities and local NGOs.  The expedition was organized by the Forest Department
Sarawak which funded and supported by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Enviromment Malaysia
and State Government of Sarawak as a continuation project under the IHeart of Borneo (HoB)
Imitiative. Mentawar Scientific Expedition, in fact is a third scientific expedifion conducted i the
project that revealed the diverseness of floras and faunas i the State.

5
7];(: Book entitted “The Heart of Boineo Series: Mentawai - The Lush Rainforest of Northen Mulu®

1s focus on the flora component, is mainly a collection of results and observations by the first author
durimg the expedition and as well as from the previous data collections of various researchers. As part
of the editorial member, I am privileged and honored to wiite the foreword for this book of very
unportant scientific observatrons and discoveries on the Mentawar forest which is among the beautifid

and wirques area in Sarawak,

¥ B
[ he orgamizing conunittee deserves much credit for the tine and effort put in for the success of the

expedition. Special appreciations goes to all the esteemed participants who have been gracious to
provide the data and photos which culininated imto wonderfid publication.

Thank you

HAJI SAPUAN BIN AHMAD
Director of Forests

Sarawak Forest Departinent



Heart of Borneo Series: Mentawai - The Lush Rainforests of Northern M




Page 9

PREFACLE

IS B
1 lus book gives us a glimpse on the findings of the Scientific Expedition to Mentawai, Mulu made in

2012 which was organized by the Forest Departiment ol Sarawak.

J » . ~ . . . - -
1 lis book is the fourth m a eart of Borneo Series publication under the Heart of Borneo Project

Irtiative for Saravwak. It lughlights the results of the 2012 expedition with colourfill of photographs
and miformation on activities, the physical environments and the flora studies.

1 f;'r)m the 12-day expedition, a tremendous amount of data was collected by researchers and scientists
from various goverinment departinents, rescarch mstitutions, universities and NGOs from Malaysia.
The area covered in the expedition is relatively small, which is tocus on the northern part of the Mulu
National Park with only about 10 percent of the Park. The biodiversity recorded is exceptionally,
many species ol Hora and fauna have been recorded and compiled. This book, however only
lughlighted on the fora component. The herbaceous plants component is the most diverse with many
gingers, gesneriads, aroids and sedges are dominated the understorey layer of the forests. The orchids,
lerns, bryophytes and fungi are also found abundantly in the arca. One of the most significance finding
for the expedition 1s the discovery of large population of the Ramin Telor trees (Gonysiylus bancanus)
which is rarely seen i the present day throughout Sarawak. The site has being proposed to be a
pemanent study plot and as gene bank for that endanger Ranun specres.

A part from the flora, the atmosphere of Mentawar itsell is also unique with beautiful scenery. The

Pimacles is one of the most amazing karst sculptures 1s located in the Gunung Apr fornation, mdeed
not very far from Mentawar which can be connected via the Head Hunter 1rail. Many rock stream ancd
caves with gl esthetic values for ecotourism spots are also found in the areas.

EDITORS
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MENTAWAI

£\s part of the Mulu National Park, Mentawai or synonymous known as Mentawai Ranger Post located
on the uppermost north of the park. The Post is situated at the tributary of two ri , Sungai Mentawai
and Sungai Medalam and this checkpoint only be connected by boat via the Mentawai River. On the west
side, about 11 km, is an international boundary of Malaysia and Brunei. The Mentawai area are vastly
covered by the riverine or ripanan forest, lowland dipterocarp forest and kerangas (opposite map). Few
patches of small linestone hills scattered on the south toward the big limestone mountain range of
Gunung Benarat and Gunung Api. A small patch of peat swamp forest on the northeast of the Post, just
located between sungai Medalam and Sungai

Terkan. The Camp 5 (station for a pinacles

view) is located on the south and commected via !
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MENTAWAI SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION 2012

I'he Scientific Expedition to Mentawar 2012 was orgamized by the Forest Department Sarawak. The
Mentawai Scientific Expedition was the third expedition under the Heart of Borneo Initiative Project and
it was held from &th to 17th
Semptember 2012, with the theme,
“Exploring the Lush Ramlforest of
Northern Mulu”. More than 60
researchers and supporting stalls from
various institutions such as TForest
Departiment Sarawak (FDS), Sarawak
Biodiversitty Centre (SBC), Forest
Rescarch Institute Malaysia  (FRIM),
Forest Department Peninsular

§ o ; o (it o) Crooono Sl
Malaysia (JPSM) and local universities

T
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

(UKM), Unversii Malaysia Sarawak

(UNIMAS) and Swinburme University e
(Sarawak Campus) as well as NGO’s | Ei”:g]k i (i
and more than 50 wvillagers from the &) ) ’},
nearby Long houses were also imvolved 3 V-
in this 12 days expedition -

".._"v 5" _.J" \
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CAMPS

L Il
l he Mentawai Ranger Post was used as a Base

Camp for this expedition and the second camp

was located at Ulu Sungai Babi for the groups

who studied mammals and avifaunas. The Base

Camp was strategically located in the middle of

study site, which covered almost every type of =

vegetations, includes the proposed permanent §
study site for Ramin Telor.

A

25 230 f:;smw TR

il ex |




TRAILS

Besides the research trails that been made during

the expedition, the smrveys also includes the Mulu
Park existing trails, such as Head Hunter Trail and

Pinnacles View Trail.























































































































































































































































































































































