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Foreword

Long Banga Scientific Expedition: Where the Beat Goes On, was held from 20 October to 2 Septem-
ber 2016 with participants of over 120 scientists from various government institutions, universities
and local NGOs from all over Malaysia and includes participants from Brunei Darussalam, Den-
mark and Japan. It was conceived as an activity to illustrate and provide invaluable insight on the
richness of nature in Long Banga areas. The edition wa anized by the Forest Department
Sarawak and mainly funded and ' K ‘al Resources and Environment
Malaysia (MNRE) and St ment of Kk as a continuatic ject under the Heart of
Borneo (HoB) Initiative Proje ng I 1 Scientific Expedition, in f act is a fifth scientific expedi-
tion conducted in the project that res d the diverseness of floras and faunas in th

[ e

I 'am privileged and honored to write the foreword for this book of very important scic observa-
tions and discoveries on Long Banga areas which I ranks as among the richest biodiversity in the
State. The Book entitled “The Heart of Borneo Series 4: Long Banga - Where the Beat Goes On” is
mainly a collection of provisional results that were presented by the participants during the expedi-
tion and as well as field observat: ons by the authors. ~

The organizing committee deserves much credit for the time and effort put in for the success of the
expedition. Special appreciation goes to all the esteemed writers and : esearchers who have been
gracious to provide the data and photos which culminatec nto wonderful publication.

Thank you. .

HAJI SAPUAN BIN AHMAD
(Director of Forests)
Sarawak
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Preface

This book gives us a glimpse on the findings of the Scientific Expedition to Long Banga made in
2016, which was organized by the Forest Department Sarawak.

This book is one of the series of publication under the Heart of Borneo (HoB) Initiative Project for
Sarawak. It highlights the results of the 2016 expedition with photographs and information on
activities, the physical environments, flora and fauna studies.

From the 14-days expedition, a tremendous amount of data were collected by researchers and
scientists from various government institutions, research institutions, universities and NGOs
from Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, Japan and Denmark. The area covered in the expedition is
relatively small, approximately 20 percent of the Long Banga areas. The Biodiversity recorded is
exceptionally rich, many species of flora and fauna have been recorded and compiled. Orchids,
Begonias, palms, ferns and mosses are diverse. Great number of mammals, birds and insects
recorded is comparable to other places in the HoB areas, such as Lanjak Entimau Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, Payeh Maga and Mentawai.

Apart from the flora and fauna, the atmosphere of Long Banga itself is also unique with beauti-
ful sceneries. Many rocky river and streams and waterfalls with high esthetic values for ecotour-
ism spots are also found in this area.
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The Heart of Borneo (HoB) Intiative
Project

Borneo, the world’s third largest island,
account for just 1% of the world’s land yet
hold approximately 6% of global
biodiversity in its rich, tropical forests. Its
specis range from the distinct Bornean
Orang Utans and elephants to the giant
pitcher plants and the largest single flower,
Rafflesia. Yet, this diversity is under threat
- Borneo has already lost over half of its
forests, and a third of these dissapeared in
just last three decades.

The Heart of Borneo (HoB) refers to the
main part of the island where forests
remain intact. Covering an area the size of
Utah in the US, Victoria in Australia or the
whole of England and Scotland put
together and extending into the territory of
the countries of Brunei Darussalam,
Indonesia and Malaysia, it is one of the
largest transboundary rainforests
remaining in the world. The HoB is not just
a treasure trove of biodiversity but also a
source of life and livelihood for people,
providing ecological services for at least 11
millions Borneans, including a million
forest-dwelling indigenous Dayaks.

Text Source: wwf.panda.org



The Heart of Borneo (HoB) is a project by the tri-lateral nations that share the island of Borneo: Indonesia,
Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia. The historic agreement was signed in 2005, agreed to share reponsibility
for protecting this varnishing ecosystem, focusing on the remaining intact band of forest in the center of the
island, straddling the mountains that run from Mount Kinabalu in the North East down to the Schwaner
Range in the South west.

The primary focus of the Heart of Borneo Project is to protected The Heart of Borneo Rainforests - the single
largest strecth of rainforest left standing in South East Asia, the third largest rainforest on earth and
perhaps the most diverse with biogicals.




2016 Long Banga Scientific Expedition

The Heart of Borneo (HoB) Initiative Sarawak have organized a
2016 Scientific Expedition to Long Banga, Ulu Baram near the
Kalimantan Border. Long Banga located at 437m above sea level
and is a settlement of the Sabans people, one of the smallest
ethnic in Sarawak but bearing many similarities to the Kelabit

tribes. The other tribes found here are Penans and Kenyahs.

The 2016 Long Banga Scientific Expedition was aimed to study
the fauna and floral diversity, geology, aquatic habitat, sociology
and anthropology of local communities and tourist potential of
the area, with a view in contributing to the well-being of the local
communities and enhancing conservation, elusive and rare spe-
cies such as the rhinoceros and Banteng (Bos javanicus) that

were reported existed in these areas.

This scientific expedition also aims to raise awareness of local

communities in the conservation of flora and fauna in Long

Banga. Apart of documenting the rich fauna and flora in Long
Banga, the results of this expedition will be used to assist con-
servation efforts such as the establishment of totally protected

areas and the development of the eco-tourism spots.




Objectives

The main objectives of the 2016 Long Banga Scientific Ex-

pedition were;

« To confirm the existences of the rhinoceros and Banteng
(Bos javanicus) that reported roaming in Long Banga

« To document the varieties, range and diversity of wildlife
in order to assess the future needs for conservation of
HoB area,

« To collect, document and analyze scientific data on the
flora and fauna

« To create awareness on the importance of conservation
and organize outreach events that will inspire local par-
ticipation in flora and fauna conservation.

« To studying the effects of tourism

« To increasing the conservation values of the area,

« Systematic study on the sociology and anthropology of
local tribes



Expedition Site

The 2016 Scientific Expedition site was held at Long Banga, Ulu Baram (2°N 115.38333°E) near Kalimantan
Border (Indonesia). Majority of the Long Banga areas altitude is more than 430m above sea level. Long Banga
can either be reached by logging roads from Miri or by air. MASWINGS is the only aircraft company which flies
from Miri to Long Banga for every Tuesday and Saturday. The area is mountainous and several peaks reached
600 - 700 m.
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Landscape and Geological Features - Rivers
and Streams

The landscape of the Long Banga typified by
ridges and rolling hills. The ridges are occu-
pied by sandstone whilst the rolling topogra-
phy is dominated by softer shale. Many beau-
tiful scenic rapids and waterfalls can be found
in the river systems in this area.
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Landscape and Geological Features - Waterfalls

Waterfalls are commonly formed in the upper
course of river and normally formed in a rocky area
due to erosion. For fully formed waterfalls, after a
long period of time, the water falling off the ledge
will retreat, causing a horizontal pit parallel to the
waterfall wall. Eventually, as the pit grows deeper,
the waterfall collapses to be replaced by a steeply
sloping stretch of river bed.

Many beautiful waterfall are found in the Long
Banga areas which in the Long Banga areas which
has the potential to be exploited for nature-based
ecotourism., With more than 50 m tall, the Udau
Waterfall is probably the tallest and most beautiful
waterfall in the area. Other waterfalls are such as
Sekuan Waterfall and Sungai Pesi Waterfall.





































































































































































































































































































































