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What is Heart of Borneo (HoB) Initiatiative? 

 

Heart of Borneo (HoB) Initiative is a voluntary transboundary 

cooperation between Brunei,Indonesia and Malaysia to enable 

conservation and environment protection while enhancing 

sustainable development that improves 

the welfare of those living on the island. 

The three ASEAN nations cooperation 

was officially launched in Brazil on 27 

March 2006. On 12 February 2007 the 

Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environment, Malaysia; the Minister of 

Forestry, Republic of Indonesia and the 

Minister of Industry and Primary 

Resources, Brunei Darussalam signed 

and jointly issued a Declaration in Bali, 

Indonesia.  

 

In view of the global concerns and controversy about the tropical 

forest development, the long term objective of the HoB Initiative, as 

enshrined in the Bali Declaration is as follows: 

 

“With one conservation vision and with a view to promote peoples’ 

welfare, we will cooperate in ensuring the effective management of 

forest resources and conservation of a network of protected areas, 

productive forests and other sustainable uses”. 

 

Bali Declaration 2007 
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5 PILLARS OF THE HEART OF BORNEO

Pillar 1:Sustainable Forest 
Management

Pillar 4: Sustainable Landuse / 
Agriculture

Pillar 3: Conservation Of Biological 
Diversity 

Pillar 5: Community-based/ Rural 
Poverty Eradication Program

Pillar 2: Eco-tourism Based On Culture, 
Adventure And Nature (CAN)
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In Sarawak, the HoB covers 2.689 million ha over a contiguous block 

along Sarawak’s boundaries with Kalimantan and with Sabah and 

Brunei. The HoB is fully in line with existing policies by both state 

and federal government. 

 

HoB Sarawak with the earliest total area of 2.1 million hectares is 

divided into three regions namely Northern, Central and Southern 

Regions. In 2018, the extension area of HoB Sarawak to 2.69 mil 

hectares was approved by the State Cabinet. The expansion involves 

the area from Batang Ai to the western region of Sarawak. This 

covers the Kelingkang Range, Gunung Apeng National Park, Bungo 

Range National Park, Gunung Pueh National Park, Kubah National 

Park, Gunung Gading National Park, Samunsam Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Matang Wildlife Centre, Kuching Wetland National 

Park, Bako National Park, Sampadi National Park,Santubong 

National Park and Tanjung Datu National Park. 



Heart of Borneo Series – Tama Abu: 4 

 

Tama Abu  

Tama Abu is a mountain range, 

located in northeast Sarawak with 

estimate terrain elevation above 

sea level 1818 metres. Variant 

forms of spelling for Tama Abu 

Range or in other languages: 

Penambo Range, Tamabo Range, 

Tama Abu Range, Banjaran Tama 

Abu and  Tamabo Range.   
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Rock types and formations 
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Geoheritage: Batu Ritong 

A dolmen structure or megalithic monuments which still stands in 

an upright position. It consists of four standing slabs with average 

dimensions of 2 m long, 2.3 m wide and 0.5 m thick. The stone was 

erected as the secondary burial site for a Kelabit nobleman named 

Ritung. This structure has been listed as a historical monument in 

accordance with Part V of the Sarawak Cultural Heritage Ordinance 

1993. 
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The Nature Architectures  

 Amazing natural architectures 

of the forest. Straggling figs – 

conquers strategy for survival. 

The roots are sprawling and 

covering the host. They tighten 

and absorbing water from the 

trunk until the host slowly 

dying. 

 

 

 




































































































































































































































